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5th GRADE CHICAGO ATHLETE HEADS TO THE NATION’S CAPITOL TO SAVE YOUTH SPORTS

At ten-years-old, Miguel Angel Leonardo knows why sports matter to Chicago youth.  As a participant at Beyond the Ball, a non-profit organization serving at-risk youth in North Lawndale and Little Village communities on Chicago’s west side, a chance to play after-school sports – an outlet for kids to combat childhood obesity, gang participation, teen pregnancy and drop-out rates, Miguel has become not only a great athlete, but a outstanding student and an active member of his community, learning to coach athletes younger than him. Today, the future of Beyond the Ball is in jeopardy, along with many other sports programs across the nation, after massive budget cuts have forced schools, nonprofits and community centers to reduce or eliminate their sports programs. Miguel travels to Washington DC on September 22, joining over 70 youth sports leaders from across the nation to speak to Congress directly on Why Youth Sports Matter.  By sharing his experience on behalf of millions of youth whose sports programs are threatened, he demonstrates that sports have molded him into not only an athlete, but a leader.
WHAT: 
US Senate and US House Briefings on Why Youth Sports Matter, featuring Miguel Angel Leonardo as part of the Get Set America Summit to educate policy- makers on youth sports. 
WHO:
Miguel Angel Leonardo, 10 year old Chicago student-athlete, Beyond the Ball Senator Harkin (D-IA)
Congressman McIntyre (D-NC, 7th District) 
Congressman Langevin (D-RI, 2nd District)
WHEN:
September 22-23, 2010
WHERE:
US House and US Senate Buildings, Washington DC
WHY:
At a time in which youth sports are being privatized or eliminated in low-income communities, sports-based youth development programs are more critical than ever as a tool to fight childhood obesity, school drop-out rates and youth violence.  
***

About Up2Us: Up2us is a coalition of sports based youth development programs who 

share the common mission of using sports to advance the mental, physical and social 

health of disadvantaged youth in the U.S. Up2Us is conducting The Get Set America 
Summit to educate policy-makers about using sports as a tool for positive youth 
development and the need to ensure equal access to sports programs, especially in 
underserved communities.
This conference is sponsored by Laurieus, The George Washington University, Active Network and CIGNA Health Care.
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